
President’s report 2008/2009

To all members of the AWPA, 2008/2009 has seen our 
association grow in stature under new reforms including the 
novice section. The AWPA new constitution has allowed all 
competitors the opportunity to compete in their chosen sport 
no matter of age or ability. With amendments in our 
constitution all member have a clear set of rules and regulation to take 
us forward in the future. 

In 2007/2008, I thanked the committee for their input in these changes 
and reviewing our constitution with new amendments. This year, I 
feel the thanks needs to go to all the members and their families for 
supporting these changes. From the newly formed sections we have 
seen a flow on effect of new and up and coming champions of the 
future.

From today’s National titles here in Canberra through to the 
remaining NSW, VIC & TASMANIA new champions will be 
awarded with state titles. The highlight from the entries received is 
that all members are actively travelling Australia and competing at 
these titles. This is what the sport was lacking as some members never 
thought they were up to the standard of a modern day whipcracking 
competition.

Thanks to those devoted members for hosting very successful state 
titles in NSW and TASMANIA. For Simon & his Committee in 
Tasmania for their ongoing commitment to ensure whipcracking 
features at most venues in Tasmania. Thanks to those who attended 
the state & National titles to help make them all a success. To those 
involved in organizing their smooth running and for gaining 
sponsorship for the events. 

Congratulations to the Manwaring family and Frank Scott for 
organizing this year’s Australian titles at Exhibition Park, Royal 
Canberra Show and the ongoing support from RM. Williams.



The 2009 R.M.Williams AWPA NSW Whipcracking Championships 
will be held on the 3rd October at the Deniliquin Ute Muster . This 
year will see a change to the running with only one Novice event to 
be run on Friday the 2nd October due to time restrains on Saturday.
There will be over $4,000.00 in cash and prizes up for grabs across all 
sections. If you are a member of the AWPA and will be competing at 
the championships you will receive a free ticket into the Ute Muster 
valued at $95.00 for an adult.

2009 Tasmanian Whipcracking Championships will be held on the
10th October, from 9:30 am, at the ROYAL LAUNCESTON SHOW, 
with over $2000.00 in cash and prizes, trophies and sashes to be won.

Negotiations are currently under way for a venue, sponsorship and a 
convenor for the 2009 Victorian Titles.

The AWPA has secured insurance for the association for the period, 
2008/2009 as previous years for approximately $1400.00. 

I personally would like to thank the outgoing committee for their 
efforts and support. Simon Martin for his efforts with the AWPA web 
site, www.australianwhipcracking.org , where all members and Non-
members have an informative place to access all relevant information 
regarding the association. 

However in order for our association to gain more members it is 
important for all AWPA events to be included on the web site. Simon 
is continuing to add new features to the site and any form of 
advertising will go back into the association insurance, prize money 
and the AWPA’s ongoing improvements 

Kind regards, 

Steve Wicks 
PRESIDENT



Canberra Show AGM, 28th February 2009 -  Meeting Minutes

Meeting opened: 6:15 p.m.
Present Members: David Manwaring, Steven Wicks, Simon Martin, Denis O’Connor, Pam 

O’Connor, Zoe Cocks, Darren Williams, Lyn Radford, Keith Macleod, Simon Seward, Andrea Cook, 
Deborah Smith, Rohan Smith, Adam Manwaring, Ian Fritsch, Ann Rennick, Anthony Rennick, 

Narelle Wicks, Janelle Manwaring.
Apologies: Paul Manwaring, Frank Scott, Greg Charelson, Scott Williams

Steve Wicks opened the meeting and David presented the treasurers report.  
Treasurers Report was moved by: Ian Fritsch: Seconded Dennis O’Connor

It was moved by Narelle Wicks and Seconded by Dennis O’Connor that the 2008 AGM minutes be 
accepted.

It was noted from last years minutes that the trophy whips needed new name plaques.  The Ladies 
division has been replaced with a new plaque so that more names can be engraved on.  The 

association will pay for the cost of this on the other trophies as they need doing.  Steve announced that 
the NSW Championships would be at the Deni Ute Muster on the 3rd of October with a Novice event 

possibly to be only held on the Friday the 2nd of October and not both days as last year.  Again 
members will receive free tickets to the Ute Muster if competing.   David brought up whip safety and 
members that perform or demonstrate must have a roped of area or a marked area on the ground so 

that no crowd will go past a certain point.   Dennis O’Connor presented David & Janelle with a 
framed Life Membership Certificate and recapped why they were awarded Life Membership last year.

Dennis O’Connor then took the chair for election of office bearers:

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS- Chaired by Dennis O’Connor

PRESIDENT – STEVEN WICKS nominated by Anthony Rennick seconded David 
Manwaring.

VICE PRESIDENTS – IAN FRITSCH nominated by Simon Martin seconded Narelle Wicks, 
DAVID MANWARING nominated by Steve Wicks seconded Dennis O’Connor

SECRETARY – SIMON MARTIN nominated by Ian Fritsch seconded Keith Macleod

TREASURER – ANTHONY RENNICK nominated by Adam Manwaring seconded Simon 
Martin

EDITOR – DENIS O’CONNOR nominated by Narelle Wicks seconded Adam Manwaring

PUBLICITY OFFICERS – SIMON MARTIN & DENNIS O’CONNOR nominated by Pam 
O’Connor seconded Zoe Cocks

AUDITORS – Twomey Patterson

Office Bearers then took their positions and David Manwaring moved a motion that the rules 
be changed that whips used in competition may only be made of leather (except cracker)  and 

must include a fall.  This was seconded by Steve Wicks and no objections were received.



Simon mentioned that he had been in discussion with Melbourne Show that have said they 
would commit $3000.00 in prize money plus sashes and trophies for the Victorian 

Championships and Ballarat Show would commit $2,000.00 plus sashes and trophies.  Simon 
is just waiting on confirmation from Melbourne that they have a suitable venue available.  It 
was decided that if Melbourne Show is definitely available then take this option and Ballarat 
Show as the second option.  David Manwaring talked about Aus Championships and it was 
decided that it should stay in Canberra for 2010.  Majority of members were happy.  It was 

agreed that competitors needed carpet to crack on or the surface should be improved for next 
year  as the ground was very hard on the whips.  Also it was brought to the attention of 

members that the Bullock Whip can be used by the Pee Wee’s division ONLY as a routine to 
make up their 10 tricks.  

Steve Wicks thanked everybody for the support through the year and closed the meeting at 
7:23pm.


