
 

  

President’s report 2012/2013  
 

 

To all members of the AWPA,  

 

The 2012/2013 year has today witnessed one of the finest showcases of 

whip cracking talent in our country. A high light for the titles was to see 

our international competitor compete in the men’s and World Bullock 

whip sections and becoming new members of the AWPA. Unfortunately 

we have missed this year the very talented Simon Martin and Milburn 

family from Tasmania due to commitments.  

 

This year marks the 20 year anniversary of the Australian whipcracking 

champions where the association had only been formed 2 years earlier. 

Back then the rules were a bit more lax as competitors were still inventing 

routines for competitions, so numbers were low with only 4 sections. The 

Mens, ladies, Juniors & Juveniles sections. The Men’s champion in 1993 

saw Chris Beck (TAS). Chris also was awarded the junior section on the 

same day. The following year Dianne Hurley (VIC) competed the same 

feet by being crowned the Ladies as well as the Junior Champion within a 

few hours of each other. 

 

In 1995 saw a number of rule changes to the AWPA constitution with the 

rule for a competitor where they could only compete in their own category 

and the inclusion of the Accuracy whipcracking champion. We have also 

seen in the last 10 years the truly Australian art of the stock whip grow in 

numbers to have a Pee Wee competition and the over 45’s sections 

recognised in the championships. 

 

This year sees for the first time our Bullock whip section recognised with 

our newly crowned World Bullock whip champion. I know the late Frank 

Scott would be so honoured to have this section recognised as his passion 

was for his Bullock team and to up hold the pioneering history of this 

country.  

 

 



 

Congratulations to all members for your efforts in organizing and assisting 

in the running this year’s Australian titles here at the RAS in Sydney. I 

would also like to thank the RAS Show society committee for their support 

in hosting the national titles again this years and continuing with their 

sponsorship for a future 3 years 2014 – 2016, to make this the richest whip 

cracking event in the world. 

 

As the Association is now in its 22
nd

 year it is very fitting the see the 

AWPA gain the support from the Sydney Royal Easter show in hosting the 

National titles, along with the ongoing support from R.M.Williams 

sponsorship for both Australian & NSW Titles.   

 

I encourage each of you to try and bring a friend along to a state title as 

numbers are still down in a number of sections and we do cater for the 

novice competitors at these events. 

 

Thanks need to go out to all the members and their families for supporting 

& promoting the sport over the past 12 months. From today’s National 

titles here in Sydney through to the remaining NSW, VIC & TASMANIA 

championships new champions will be crowned. 

 

The AWPA has secured insurance for the association for the period, 

2012/2013 as previous years for approximately $1400.00.  

Finally, I personally would like to thank the outgoing committee for their 

efforts and support over the past 12 months.  

Kind regards,  

 

 

Steve Wicks  

PRESIDENT 


